CHRISTIANITY AND  ISLAM

amine in greater detail his view of this
religion, the portions of it which he accepted
or which he rejected as unauthentic. In
the first place he must have regarded the
Trinity as repugnant to reason : he con-
sidered the Christian Trinity as consisting
of God the Father, Mary the Mother of God,
and Jesus the Son of God. In the Qoran,
God says, " Hast thou, Jesus, said to men,
Regard me and my mother as Gods by the
side of God ? " Jesus replies, " I will say
nothing but the truth. I have but preached,
Pray to God, who is my Lord and your
Lord " (5.116, f). Hence it has been inferred
that Muhammed's knowledge of Christianity
was derived from some particular Christian
sect, such as the Tritheists or the Arab
female sect of the Collyridians who wor-
shipped the Virgin Mary with exaggerated
reverence and assigned divine honours to
her. It is also possible that we have here a
development of some Gnostic conception
which regarded the Holy Ghost as of femi-
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